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As NCS Draws Near, Acalanes” Tennis Hold High Hopes

By Karl Buscheck

Isaiah Bird

As the postseason rolls along,
no Lamorinda tennis team has

more talent — or higher expecta-

tions — than Acalanes.

“My top three singles play-
ers are kind of a unique thing this
year,” head coach Stephanee Law-
renece said of lsaiah Bird, Kyle
Everly and Ryan Cardiff. “We’ve
all pretty much realized we might
not see this kind of (group) again.”

While the historic trio led the
Dons (18-2 overall, 10-2 in league)
to the semifinals of the CIF State
tournament a season ago, they’re
far from the only upperclassmen
that make Acalanes such a danger-
ous squad.

“Now we’re trying to top (our
2015 state run) this year,” Law-
rence said. “Especially (since) I've
got a great group of about seven se-
niors. It’s their last hurrah.”

At the DFAL Championship on
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April 29 and 30 at Saint Mary’s in
Moraga, Bird claimed the singles
title, while the Dougherty Valley
duo of Winston Yu and Mayson
Xue ended up as the kings of the
doubles tournament.

On May 6 and 7 at Roundhill
Country Club in Alamo, Acalanes
and Dougherty Valley - the sec-
tion’s rival heavyweights — will
once again square off.

“They’re one of best teams in
country,” Lawrence explained of
the DFAL regulars season winners.
“So | was really impressed with the
fact that we kind of closed the gap
with them and we can give them a
little more competition hopefully if
we were to meet them in the (NCS)
finals.”

While Acalanes and Dough-
erty Valley are the powerhouse
programs with lofty expectations,
Miramonte (13-6 overall, 9-4 in

Ryan Cardiff
league) stands out as the young up-
start.

“I’m playing eight freshmen
and sophomores,” said Mats head
coach Michael McCollum. “That’s
kind of how it works year-to-year.
That experience that those two
schools are carrying and the new-
ness of my lineup kind of creates
this interesting little dynamic. So.
We’re hoping for the best.”

At Round Hill, the Mats will be
counting on senior Alex Hwang —
the defending NCS doubles champ
and a Whitman recruit — to set the
tone for the youngsters like his
brother William and Nico Haet,
who are both sophomores.

“He’s the most important and
significant player in the lineup as
far as our team goes,” McCollum
said of the captain and four-year
starter.

As his team prepares to take the

court for the NCS tournament, Mc-
Collum knows just how serious the
challenge is that his team faces.

“It will be a tough road ahead,”
McCollum admitted. “Dougherty
Valley has four amazing, outstand-
ing players. Acalanes had three
really outstanding seniors in their
singles ladder. Plus, they have the
best regular season doubles team.”

Like the Mats, Campo, who
posted a 9-8-1 mark overall and a
6-6-1 record in league play, has a
youthful roster.

“Our season went well in
the respect that our guys played
their hearts out,” head coach Alan
Weisshaum said. “But we lost a lot
of really close games because of
the third-set tie-breaker and | just
attributed that to inexperience. So,
what turned out to be an okay sea-
son could have been a really good
season.”

Kyle Everly

The future looks bright for
the Cougars, as Weisshaum views
freshman Cal Hunter as a future
No. 1 for the program.

Throughout the season, Weiss-
baum looked to senior captain Ja-
cob Heatlamp — the current No. 1
- to set an example for the younger
players both on and off the court.

“He kept really good control
(of the team),” Weisshaum said.
“And he helped me with the lineup
as well as the other captain Jake
(Oxendine) — both of them helped
me with lineups and they really
contributed a lot. That was pretty
cool.”

2nd Annual Bill Brown Invitational Hosted by Lamorinda Water Polo

Submitted by Harry Crouch

Lamorinda and Tiburon Waterpolo Club U10 Boys

he 2nd Annual Bill Brown Invitational is dedicated
to the development of a premier tournament to pro-
vide B & C U10,12,14 team players competitive tourna-
ment opportunities in the northern California area. The

Lamorinda and Brentwood Seawolves U12 Girls

tournament honors Bill Brown, a USAWP Hall of Fame
member and a longtime northern California water polo
icon while benefitting the East Bay Sea Serpeants. The
East Bay Sea Serpents is a group which is focused on

Lamorinda and Brentwood Seawolves U14 Boys

East Bay.
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providing fitness, social interaction, and swimming in-
struction to special needs athletes in the San Francisco
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Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well! §
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Lamorinda Guitar Lessons

Folk, Rock, Blues & Jazz
Serving Lamorinda since 1980

925-933-3111

www.lamorindaguitarlessons.com
jackeskridgeguitar@gmail.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

reach 60,000+ with your ad

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Rototilling

#=.  Ken’s Rototilling
m « 4 W/D Tractors
sl - Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling

Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Pet Care

Animal lover will care for your
pet in your home while you're
away. References upon request.
Wendy 925-325-9476

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeling * Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs * Bonded & Insured

T Lcssos7s  925-825-5201

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large

tree removal, stump grinding

License #805794

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height

Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com






